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NORTH AMERICA

The Center for News, Technology and Innovation reviewed 188 
national and regional AI strategies, laws and policies around the 
world to determine how they impact journalism. We focused our 
analysis around how regulatory activity addresses seven policy 
components that are particularly likely to impact journalism. 

Of the 29 AI strategies, policies and laws we reviewed in North 
America, five specifically mentioned journalism; five addressed 
freedom of speech or expression; eight addressed manipulated 
or synthetic content; five addressed algorithmic discrimination 
and bias; five addressed intellectual property and copyright; 19 
addressed transparency and accountability; eight addressed data 
protection and privacy; and four addressed public information 
and awareness.

Freedom of speech and expression: Approaches in the U.S. 
emphasize that First Amendment rights take precedence over any 
new legislation. Montana takes a unique approach by asserting 
that access to technology and computational resources are 
fundamental rights for residents in the state.

Manipulated or synthetic content: North American proposals 
aim to prevent harm by prohibiting nonconsensual intimate 
AI content, requiring consent for image/voice manipulation 
and mandating labels for deepfakes — which has proved 
legally challenging since “false” information is protected 
constitutionally, subjecting policy proposals in this area to strict 
scrutiny. 

Algorithmic discrimination and bias: North American proposals 
address algorithmic discrimination and bias by focusing on 
consumer and employment protections, safeguarding vulnerable 
groups and requiring regular bias audits for AI systems.

Intellectual property and copyright: In the U.S., state-level 
copyright is preempted by federal copyright provisions, so any 

Notable legislation
Tennessee: Tennessee’s Ensuring Likeness, Voice, and Image Security Act of 
2024 (ELVIS Act) expands the state’s statutory right of publicity in two ways.  
First, it expands existing law to prohibit unauthorized commercial use of an 
individual’s voice, in addition to the existing restrictions on use of an individual’s 
name, photograph and likeness. Second, the ELVIS Act creates secondary 
liability for AI companies and platforms if they knew their tools or service 
facilitated the use of the person’s voice/name/photo/likeness and that the use 
was unauthorized.

state-level activity would ultimately be subject to what happens at 
the federal level. We’re likely to see more consequential activity as 
ongoing lawsuits and court cases between news organizations and 
AI companies conclude.

Transparency and accountability: North American AI proposals 
on transparency and accountability focus on requiring disclosure 
of AI-generated content, especially in elections, as well as 
mandating transparency around training data and AI models, 
algorithmic impact assessments and the development of AI 
detection tools.

Data protection and privacy: AI proposals on data protection and 
privacy in the region focus on requiring personal data to be de-
identified and ensuring secure handling of anonymized data.

Public information and awareness: North American AI 
legislation regarding public awareness mainly involves creating 
public campaigns, training government employees and funding 
educational programs, but these efforts rarely include journalists.
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